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Despite the Obvious Challenges, Some Chinks 
of Light in the Past 15 Months

Significant alignment of circumstances that could precipitate a real step change in cancer 
care across Europe

• New European Parliament and a European President who has clearly identified health 
as an EU priority

• New European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety (with a significant cancer 
focus)

• Significant increase in the health budget (EU for Health)

• European Beating Cancer Plan / EU Cancer Mission

• Lancet Oncology European Cancer Groundshot

• Refocussed and re-energised European Cancer Organisation

• Launch of European Code of Cancer Practice

• Important that these opportunities are realised for All of Europe
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Cancer Data that Highlight our Collective Challenge
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The Primacy of Operational, Appropriately Resourced 
National Cancer Control Plans (NCCPs)



But It’s Not Necessarily What You Spend…
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It’s the Way that You Spend It…

7



8



9

Critical Enablers for Central and Eastern Europe (CEE)

• Robust Cancer intelligence

• Resilient National Cancer 
Control Plans (NCCPs) 

• Patient-centred 
multidisciplinary teams 

• A research and innovation-
empowered culture

NCCP, National Cancer Control Plan; WHO, World Health Organization. Images: World health Organisation. National Cancer Control Plan. 
https://www.who.int/cancer/nccp/en/ (Accessed September 2020); Oncology Central. https://www.oncology-central.com/videos/the-
importance-of-a-multidisciplinary-team-in-the-care-of-head-and-neck-cancer/ (Accessed September 2020).

https://www.who.int/cancer/nccp/en/
https://www.oncology-central.com/videos/the-importance-of-a-multidisciplinary-team-in-the-care-of-head-and-neck-cancer/


The Critical Importance of Research to the 
Cancer Control Effort1

Delivering a Cancer Groundshot: Identifying Future Cancer Research Priorities for Europe; 
A Lancet Oncology Commission 

Identify the critical research gaps which, if filled, would deliver the best solutions for 
improved cancer control 

Deploy this evidence to inform a Cancer Groundshot that prioritises a patient-centred 
Cancer Control effort that delivers optimal solutions for enhanced, equitable, and 
affordable cancer outcomes across Europe

Call to Action for all of Europe, with an emphasis on Eastern Europe

Remember - Cancer patients treated in research-active hospitals have better outcomes 
than those who are not1

1Selby P, Lifang L, Downing A, Wilson R, Stephens R, Meunier F, Rochon J, 
Morris E, Seymour M, Gregory W, Lawler M, Boaz E J Cancer Policy 2019



11

Cancer Country Dashboards: 
Intelligence to Inform Policy Change

• Develop a cancer “learning environment” 
that benefits and informs cancer policy in 
CEE by highlighting key challenges and 
inequalities across the region

• Ensure that evidence becomes an effective 
enabler of action for stakeholders

• Leverage key cancer policy indicators to
measure progress over time and provide a 
benchmark for best practice sharing across 
the region

16 Countries: Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, 

Hungary, Israel, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, 

Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey, and Ukraine
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• Easy-to-use infographic-

style country dashboards 

to show the current status 

of cancer care, cancer 

research and key 

components within NCCPs

• Standardised benchmark to 

monitor, measure and 

communicate on NCCP 

progress in CEE countries



The Critical Importance of Communication

Personalised Medicine: 

A Guide for Patients



Keeping the Patient at the Centre of Personalised Medicine

• Personalised Medicine – A Guide for Patients 
 An Initiative of the European Cancer Patient Coalition

 Co-created by patients and health professionals 

• A Resource that specifically addresses the needs of patients
 Understanding personalised medicine and how it might help specifically in the care 

of the patient can be challenging. 

 Patients may have a number of uncertainties but find them difficult to articulate to 
their doctor or to ask the right questions. 

 As part of the Patient Booklet and Leaflet, we have created a series of 10 questions
that the patient may choose to ask their doctor 

 Help ensure that the patient is more informed so that they can make the decision 
that is right for them.

https://ecpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ECPC-personalised-medicine-booklet-V.pdf
https://ecpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ECPC-personalised-medicine-leaflet-II.pdf

https://ecpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ECPC-personalised-medicine-booklet-V.pdf
https://ecpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ECPC-personalised-medicine-leaflet-II.pdf


Time to Grasp the Nettle 

• Ensure widespread adoption of the European Code of Cancer  Practice 

• Collect and deploy intelligence on cancer control/cancer research activities, 
illuminating the path to take that is best for our citizens and patients

• Deliver research-enabled cancer care to ensure best outcomes for cancer patients

• Develop a cancer “learning environment” to benefit the entire CEE region

• Embed Cancer country dashboards to capture key intelligence, underpinning cancer 
policy decision-making and monitoring progress, locally, nationally and regionally

• Facilitate dissemination of citizen and patient-focussed information to enhance 
opportunities for better health and wellbeing

• Less Talk ….MORE ACTION

• We have a great opportunity  here… LET’S GRASP IT!
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